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Scout Oath 

On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country  

and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times; to keep  

myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. 

 

Scout Law 

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, 

 obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent. 

Outdoor Code 

As an American, I will do my best to – 

Be clean in my outdoor manners. 

Be careful with fire. 

Be considerate in the outdoors. 

Be conservation minded. 



Flag Ceremony ............................................................................. Order of the Arrow

Invocation ..................................................................................... Father Peter Pabst  

Dinner ............................................................................................ Catered by Le Papillon

Master of Ceremonies ................................................................ Sal Pizarro

Scouting Highlights ..................................................................... Mark Lazzarini  

Words from a Scout
Video of Distinguished Citizen Honorees   
Tribute Video     

Response ....................................................................................... Diane Brandenburg   

Live Auction ................................................................................. Nicholas Adams

Program

Please join us for an Artsy Party throughout the evening. Dinner will be served prior to our program by the 
renowned caterer Le Papillon of Saratoga. 

The 2 menu options tonight are: 

 ■ Grilled Medallion of Filet Mignon with Butter Poached Prawns and Potato Gratin. 

 ■ Vegetarian Tortellini with Morel Mushrooms, Asparagus, and Madeira Cream.  

Our Entertainment tonight is sponsored by our Claude Monet Sponsors!   
We wish to thank them for bringing top talent to our Artsy Party. 

Silhouettes by Jodi Carr from Arty Party:

Arty Party is a business operated by Jodi Carr for the purpose of providing quality 
art-based entertainment for parties. Jodi Carr has been entertaining with her art at 
trade shows, corporate parties and company picnics for over 20 years. 

In addition to being a face and body painter she draws caricatures, cuts silhouettes 
and does henna art for events through Arty Party. Her latest addition to her party 
line-up is glitter tattoos. 

 

Live Sketching by Suhita Shirodkar: 

Suhita Shirodkar is a reportage artist and an educator with a Masters in 
Communication Design. She teaches sketching workshops worldwide. Her recent 
San Jose-based projects involve documenting the vintage signs around San Jose 
in sketches (www.vintagesignsanjose.com) and sketching portraits of people in 
recovery from addiction and homelessness.  
(sketchaway.wordpress.com/faces-of-recovery) 
 

Council Board President



Sponsors

Thank You To Our Sponsors 

 

Rembrandt: The Night Watchers 

Diane Brandenburg, Rich & Diane Cristina

Auguste Renoir: Makers of Lasting Impressions 

Bill Brandenburg, The Goldberg Family, John Moore, Small World Foundation 

 

Claude Monet: We Danced Amongst My Water Lilies 

Jon & Paula Ball, Joseph J. Albanese, Jennifer & Phil DiNapoli, Linda Lester, Jim Mair, 

Michael Mulcahy with SDS Nexgen Partners, Comerica, San Jose State University,  

Molly & Barry Swenson, Petrinovich Pugh & Company 

 

Vincent van Gogh: The Band-Aid Society 

Bill & Linda Baron, Blach Construction, Jennifer & Jim Cunneen, Christine & John 

Davis, Bert George, Valbridge Property Advisors, The Kirkorian Family, Tom, Jill and 

the McEnery Family, Tamara Pow with Strategy Law LLP, Preston Companies, John & 

Timi Sobrato, Larry & Carmen Stone, Elyse & Ron Zraick



Welcome to the 48th Annual Distinguished Citizen Celebration! 

We are so pleased you could join us in celebrating Diane Brandenburg.  

Tonight, we are also celebrating the impact and vibrance of local Scouting. Our council has seen 
families coming back to Scouting after time apart during the height of Covid. Our summer camps 
were once again full, our family camp weekends had waiting lists, and our kids throughout the year 
have been working on their advancements (rank advancements and merit badges) as well as some 
attaining “the PhD of childhood”— the rank of Eagle. We are providing youth an opportunity rarely 
found elsewhere. 

Our camps are undergoing transformation as we increase capacity, update our restroom and shower 
facilities to serve families, and continue to manage the 1,000 acres of healthy forests in our care. At 
Camp Hi-Sierra, we have the beginnings of a new astronomy viewing area, and new lodging to reach 
year-round campers.

We offered over 50 training sessions to our 4,000 registered adult volunteer leaders. That means 
Scouting is safer and better prepared than ever for this generation. We couldn’t be prouder of the 
Scout leaders who deliver the time-tested program of Scouting. We are celebrating over 100 years 
in this area!  Many of you have been part of this.   

If you’re new to Scouting, welcome! We want you to know that close to 9,000 youth have adult 
guidance, safe places to camp and practice outdoor skills, and to advance their leadership capability 
to become the adults we need in our communities.   

Thank you for being part of tonight’s celebration. We hope you stay connected with us and learn 
more about how Scouting might actually be one of the most critically important activities for our 
youth during these remarkably challenging times.  

 Sincerely, 

Mark Lazzarini 
Council President

Carmen Fuller 
Council Commissioner

Eric Tarbox 
CEO/Scout Executive

2022 Leadership Message
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Master of Ceremonies

Tonight’s Master of Ceremonies is Mercury News Columnist Sal 
Pizarro. A native of San Jose, Sal Pizarro joined the Mercury News 
in 1993 after his graduation from UC-Santa Barbara. After spending 
more than a decade working primarily as an editor for the Local 
News and Sports sections, he became the Merc's Around Town 
columnist in 2005, taking over for the retiring Leigh Weimers.

Sal's column covers a variety of people, places and events in Silicon 
Valley. He is a past board member of the Rotary Club of San Jose, 
current chair of the Leigh Weimers Emerging Artists Awards and 
serves on the community advisory board of Silicon Valley Reads 
and the selection committee for the San Jose Sports Authority's 
REACH Youth Scholarship Program. 

He lives in San Jose with his wife, Amy, and their two children.  
Sal is also a Scouter who participates in Pack 116 and Troop 116 
with his son.



Live Auction
For our Live Auction this evening, we would like to give you a bit of detail and 
background on the four paintings on display tonight that will be auctioned off! 

Layered Watermedia on cotton rag paper: 29X41 inches" 

Over time nature endures and evolves through slow as well as instantaneous processes. Experimenting with a 
variety of watermedia in various sequential layers, I have been exploring ways to express these constant changes 
and connections. 

I am particularly interested in natural symbiotic relationships that have transcended many human generations. 
Currently this interest is centered on depicting gracefully magnificent Ancient Bristlecone Pines, some of which 
have lived 5,000 years. 

Title: Ancient Rhythm

Painter: Robbie Laird 

Watercolor on paper: 29X40 inches 

Tide pools, driftwood and other things one might 
find during the time at the ocean’s edge were my 
inspiration. 

The feeling of the wind, the sound of surf and shore 
birds, even the smell of the experience came back to 
me as I painted Light on a Far Beach. 

The visual memory as well as the emotional rush of 
being there all aided in its completion. 
 

Title: Light on a Far Beach-California Coast 

Painter: Dale Laitinen

Title: Ancient Tenacity 



Robbie Laird is a signature member of the National Watercolor Society, where she has 
received the top award for Non-Objective Painting.  She is a full-juried member 
of the Society of Layerists in Multi-Medi, a signature member of Watercolor 
West, Rocky Mountain National Watermedia and the San Diego Watercolor 
Society.

She is a highly sought-after instructor and was named one of 20 Great 
Teachers of the last twenty years, by American Artists’ Magazine. Following 
a Masters Degree in Art Education, Laird became a Fine Arts curriculum 
consultant, giving workshops for teachers throughout California, the US and 
abroad. Her influence as an artist and educator and mentor continues to grow.

www.RobbieLaird.com

Dale Laitinen

Drawing and painting have been a life long pursuit for Dale Laitinen. He calls it 
chasing shadows and finding light. Even as a young child he was always an artist, 
but first put brush too canvas in the 1960’s, and has continued to the present-
though professionally since the 1980’s.

He lives and paints in a pine and cedar forest in the Sierra Nevada-in a house, 
not in the trees.

www.dalelaitinen.com

Meet the artists...

Robbie Laird

Title: Serenity Now-High Sierra 

Painter: Dale Laitinen

Watercolor on paper: 22x30 inches 

There is nothing more enjoyable than a day beside a 
Sierra lake. 

Living in the mountains has put me close to one of my 
favorite subjects. 

Serenity Now-High Sierra is the epitome of my feelings 
of this range of light and its effect on me as a lover of 
mountains-especially the range of light 
 



Order of the Arrow
Tonight’s flag ceremony is performed by the Saklan Lodge, Order of the Arrow.

The Order of the Arrow is the honor society of the Boy Scouts of America, composed of Scouts and 
Scouters who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives as elected by their peers.

For over 100 years, the Order of the Arrow (OA) has recognized Scouts and Scouters who best 
exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives. This recognition provides encouragement for 
others to live these ideals as well.

Inducted members, known as Arrowmen or Brothers (regardless of gender; as BSA and its programs 
are open to all genders), are organized into local youth-led lodges that harbor fellowship, promote 
camping, and render service to Boy Scout councils and their communities. Each lodge corresponds 
to a BSA council in the area. Lodges are further broken down into chapters, which correspond to 
a district in scouting. Members wear identifying insignia on their uniforms, most notably the OA 
pocket flap that represents their individual OA lodge and the OA sash worn at official OA functions. 
The OA program sponsors several events, awards, and training functions. 

The symbol of our council’s local chapter, the Saklan Lodge, is everyone’s favorite mollusk, the 
banana slug.  This year’s Lodge Chief is Bailey Palmaffy. 



Diane Brandenburg
Diane Brandenburg grew up in 
Hayward, CA., the daughter of Dr. 
Homer and Adelaide Struble. He was 
a well-respected doctor and she was a 
registered nurse who helped him run 
his practice. The house she grew up in 
with her sister and two brothers was 
called “Vagabond’s House”, based 
on a book by Don Blanding, the poet 
laureate of Hawaii.

Diane was involved with Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts 
from the time her youngest were Webelos as well as 
Brownies and Girl Scouts.
She married Lee Brandenburg January 12, 1952. They 
met at San Jose State, where she was nominated as a 
candidate for Sweetheart of Theta Chi. It was a true 
love affair that lasted over 65 years.



They had four children, Eric, Karen, Bill and Gary and 
were blessed with four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. A picture can tell a story better than a 
thousand words. How can one adequately verbalize the 
laughter expressed in them?

Diane Brandenburg has been a Board Member for The Forgotten International since 2009, after she 
met Tom Nazario at a charity event with His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama. She was a key capital 
fundraiser for the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, and spent many years raising funds on the Library 
Council Board. 



She also made it possible to build the Children’s Discovery Museum, Camp Campbell at YMCA, 
The Lucas Arts Program at Villa Montalvo, The San Jose Fire Museum and Gymnasium for the New 
Children’s Shelter along with her husband in San Jose. She is an active philanthropist and believes in 
creating a world which allows children to thrive. 



Legacy of  

Distinguished  
Citizens 

(1975 - 2021)

The Cristina Family 
2021



Peggy & Lon 
Normandin & Family

2017

Shaun Del Grande

2016
Art Williams

2015
Maryles & Marc Castro

2014
Jon Ball

2013

Vic Giacalone

2012
Mike Blach

2011
Marilyn & Frank Dorsa

2010
Bert George

2009

Case Swenson

2018
Jim & Gretchen Mair & Family

2019
Scouting On The 
Frontlines Of The 

Pandemic

2020



Barry Swenson

2005

Charles Toeniskoetter

2004
Robert S. Kieve*

2003
Steve Caplan

2002
William J. Del Biaggio Jr.* 

& Family

2001

John Sobrato
& Family

2000

Jim Evers

1999
Armon Mills

1998
Michael &

Mary Ellen Fox

1997

Christine & John Davis

2006
Sheila* & Dan Breeding

2008
Helen & Eddie* Owen

2007



Carl E. Cookson, Sr.*

1993

William D. Smythe*

1992
Susanne Wilson*

1991
Albert J. Ru�o*

1990
Ray A. Silva*

1989

Kimball W. Small*

1988
Donald L. Lucas*

1987
Robert M. Hosfeldt*

1986
Jan W. Passmore

1985

Murphy Sabatino*

1994
Ben Reichmuth*

1996
S. Reid Gustafson

1995



Sta
te of Scouting Message

Enide Allison*

1982

Dr. Frank Bernard*

1975

Halsey C. Burke*

1981

Rev. Philip Barrett*

1980
Rabbi Joseph Gitin*

1980
Fr. Walter Schmidt*

1980
Stanley Chinchen

1979

Glenn A. George*

1978
William Hewlett*

1977
P. Anthony Ridder

1976

* Deceased

�omas T. Vais*

1984
Robert A. Fuhrman*

1983



To our loving mom, grandmother,
great-grandmother and Friend:

 

So kind, generous and caring for
others. 

 

Congratulations on being named
"Distinguished Citizen of the Year" by

the Boy Scouts of America.
 

You're the citizen of the year in our
hearts always.  

 
With Love,

Your Brandenburg Family



We celebrate your dedication and commitment

in making this world a better place for

everyone. You radiate love and joy beyond

measure and are our hero!

Thank you for being the epitome of greatness…

 

Love for always,

Karen and Brenten

To the most thoughtful
and kind business

partner, dear friend and
humanitarian…

who, by the way, is one
hell of a Rummikub

competitor!
 

Congratulations Diane!
 

Love,
Bill & Linda Baron



Congratulations
Diane!

From Rich and Diane Cristina



Diane,

Congratulations
on this most deserving honor.

Love from your friends at
De Mattei Construction

Construction Inc.
De Mattei

Bui lding Relat ionships
G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R

R



Congratulations Diane Brandenburg
 

For your lifetime of community service and
support, and your recognition from the Boy Scouts.

 
Thank you for your friendship and partnership.



To Diane, our "Other Mother",

From all of us who care about

you and cannot be there,

we are so proud of you for all

that you have done.

Not just for the Boy Scouts, but

for everything you have done

all your life.

We love you,

Peter Friend, Liesa Fenton

and all of Eric's friends

Congratulations to a beautiful
woman who has dedicated

her life to others. You are an
inspiration and so deserving

of this honor.
 

We love you!
Ingela and Chuck Butters



The Boy Scouts of America &
Diane Brandenburg

 

A meaningful organization that does
great things for young people across our

land 
 

An amazing and kind human being who
leads by example here and around the

globe
 

With our CONGRATULATIONS and our
love to you, Diane

 
YOUR EAST COAST FAMILY

The Goldberg Clan
Bill, Marlene, Max & Briana

Dick, Mindy, Jay, Fara, Bria, Mardee & Melana
Steve, Mona, Ben, Justin

Andy, Kerrie, Morgan, Tristan, Michaela
Brian & Kristen

Kate, Sienna & Evan



Congratulations to the very

special Diane. Such a

wonderful person. Such a

wonderful business partner.

Such a wonderful

community booster. Such a

wonderful friend.

 

With our love and affection,

The John Moore Family



CONGRATULATIONS DIANE!
THE WORLD IS A BETTER PLACE BECAUSE OF VISIONARIES LIKE YOU!

HIS HOLINESS THE 14TH DALAI LAMA, ITHICA, NY ♥ JULY 2023
WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE FROM MARIO CHIODO & STAFF

Diane, 
Thank you for your

commitment and
generous philanthropy

that creates places
where young people

world-wide can learn
and thrive.

 
Love, Cheryl & Steve

Caplan
Congratulations Diane 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP!

CHRISTINE & JOHN DAVIS



 

 
congratulates 

Diane Brandenburg 
as the 2022 

Distinguished Citizen 
Honoree 

for the 

Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council  
Boy Scouts of America 

 

Sandi and Richard ConniffSandi and Richard Conniff
  C o n n i f f  F a m i l y  C h a r i t a b l e  F u n dC o n n i f f  F a m i l y  C h a r i t a b l e  F u n d

The Pruneyard 1999 S Bascom Ave, STE 990 
Campbell, CA 95008       

Phone: 408.350.1180 



Congratulations to the one and only
Diane with whom we have enjoyed over

60 years of personal friendship and
business partnership.  There is no finer

person.  There is no finer soul.
 

You continue to serve as an inspiration
to us all in more ways than you know.

 
With our love & affection,

Rudy & Bev



408-727-5700  JJALBANESE.COM  SANTA CLARA, CA CA LIC #299880

SAFETY       QUALITY                            PEOPLE        TRUTH

WE GET IT DONE SAFELY.
Structural Concrete      Site Concrete     Grading & Paving      Demolition 

Shotcrete      Reinforcement      Bridge Construction

Concrete Pumping    Sawcutting      Core Drilling

The George Family is thrilled
that Diane and the

Brandenburg Family are the
recipients of this prestigious

award. We can't think of
anyone that has done more

for our community than
Diane.... grace, style and

generosity are the things that
come to mind when we think

of her and the family. 
 

Congratulations ! 

Congratulations Diane for 
your 2022 Distinguished 

Citizen recognition. 

KBM Hogue appreciates 
your commitment to our 

community!



C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  D i a n e  o n  b e i n g
s e l e c t e d  a s  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  

S i l i c o n  V a l l e y  M o n t e r e y  B a y  C o u n c i l ,
B o y  S c o u t s  o f  A m e r i c a

D i s t i n g u i s h e d  C i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Y e a r
A w a r d !

 
F r o m  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a t  C o m e r i c a  B a n k .

 

The Kirkorian
Family 

is proud to celebrate 
Diane Brandenburg

being 
Distinguished

Citizen of the Year! 

Thanks to Diane and
Lee for ALL they have

done for our City.
 

Our Love,
Tom, Jill and the
McEnery Family



Congratulations, Diane Brandenburg
Distinguished Citizen of the Year
 Some dream of making the world a better place. Diane actually does it!
Our gratitude and blessings to a true philanthropist.

From Unity World Headquarters at Unity Village
 



Dearest Diane,

You are so generous, artsy, and a true inspiration to 
all who know you!

With love from your fans,

Jennifer and Phil

   

 

 

 

To distinguish yourself, you must first 
understand your impact, and then 

have the foresight to use it for good… 
 

Petrinovich Pugh & Company, LLP honors 

Diane Brandenburg 
2022 Distinguished Citizen Honoree 

 



Congratulations Diane! 
 

You and your family have
supported so many wonderful
causes in the Valley of Heart's

Delight. It’s a better place because
of you.

 
 Love, Elyse Phillips and Ron Zraick

 

Thank You To
our Black Shirt

Crew and 
 
 

for making the
honoree video

and helping
run the Tech

tonight!



CONGRATULATIONS
DIANE!

 FROM GRETCHEN AND JIM MAIR 

Congratulations, Diane!



Preston
Companies

F I N D  U S :P R E S T O N C O . C O M

The Preston Companies bring extensive expertise and 
hands-on partnership to complex projects. Our services

include excavating and installing underground
wet and dry utilities, soils testing and management,

and fill site management.

Q U A L I T Y .  I N T E G R I T Y .  S E R V I C E .



The Y.™ For a better us. 
www.ymcasv.org

With gratitude from,

Your friends at  
YMCA of Silicon Valley

Thank you for being a true 
champion of our youth.

CONGRATULATIONS 
DIANE!

Thank you

Diane

Brandenburg
for your philanthropy and

visionary leadership. You

truly make a difference!

Jon and Paula Ball



Scouting Together! 
A small window of opportunity exists to impact a child’s character and influence his or her future success.  It is at this 
critical point in the lives of today’s youth that Scouting makes a provable difference. 

We invite you to join us in a 'Scout Together' mindset because together we can have an exponential impact on 
our community through the leaders of tomorrow. 

For over a century, Scouting has helped build the future leaders of this country by combining educational activities 
and lifelong values with fun. The Boy Scouts of America believes — and, through over a century of experience, knows 
— that helping youth is a key to building a more conscientious, responsible, and productive society. 

Today, more than ever, our community needs Scouting … and Scouting needs you. 

Consider how you can make a difference today that will last generations. 

 » Send a Scout to camp 

 » Be a Merit Badge Counselor … choose from more than 135 subjects 

 » Partner with an Eagle Scout candidate on their community service project 

 » Consider a lasting investment in Scouting https://svmbclegacy.org/ 

 » Follow along and be inspired in the hope for tomorrow’s leaders 

        @SVMBC  

        @svmbc_scouts 

        www.svmbc.org 

Council Highlights 
8,086 youth served in 2021 in Scouting programs across four counties: Santa Clara, Santa Cruz,  
San Benito, and Monterey. 

3,096 boys and girls ages 5-10 participated in Cub Scouts in 113 Packs with their families. 

They made friends, went on adventures, discovered new skills and experienced the joy of serving others. 

4,490 girls and boys ages 11-18 participated in Scouts BSA in 170 Troops. 

They developed as leaders, served their community, went on adventures with friends and honed life skills. 

304 high school youth took adventure to the next level in Venturing and Sea Scouts. They planned and executed their 
own adventures, explored hobbies, and worked together to make an impact in their communities. 

197 young adults ages 14-20 discovered potential careers in Career Exploring. In partnership with Public Service & 
Safety Agencies, Hospitals, and Engineering firms, students design their own program and work with adult mentors to 
explore many aspects of their future careers. 

378 youth earned the highest rank of Eagle Scout, a distinction of a leadership and strong character that will stay with 
them for life. 

25 young women earned the rank of Eagle Scout since out Inaugural Class of Female Eagle Scouts. 

Scouts improved the community with 135,000+ hours of service projects. 

1,821 Scouts experienced summer or day camp after a year of pandemic isolation. 

6,000 attendees at Scout-O-Rama, our largest community serving event. 

The quality programs and life shaping experiences were delivered by 4,350 dedicated volunteers. 





Thank you for making this celebration of legacy and 
leadership possible. You are investing in over 9,000 local 

youth and their families, providing them with lifelong tools 
of experience, knowledge and resilience to be prepared 

for all that they encounter. Together we can have an 
exponential impact on our community through the leaders 

of tomorrow. 

Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council 
Boy Scouts of America 

970 West Julian Street, San Jose, CA 
95126 

408-638-8300 
www.svmbc.org 


